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One-way Ticket to Tokyo:

The Doolittlie Rai

Story by Phyllis R. Moses
Images from U.S. Air Force archives

our months after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor,

December 7, 1841, a group of the nation’s top military
and diplomatic advisers met with President Franldin )
Roosevelt in the oval office to dizcuss retaliation for the recent
hombing of our naval fleet at Pearl Harbor, It was then that
plans for a secret military operation began to materialize. In that
secret meeting the President and others in the room determined
that the best military tactic was a retaliatory strike against
Japan. Target: Six cities in Japan, including Tokyo.

Lt. Col. James H. “Jimmy,” Doolittle, then 46 years old and
already a national hero, was chosen as the command pilot. The
initial tasks were many, such as the selection of the aircraft, the
crews and the timing for the mission. The B-25 bomber (with
specific modifications) met the eriteria: it was relatively light in
wedght, could launch from the deck of an aircraft carrier, and
could fy 2,000 miles with a 2,000-pound bomb load,

Please meet LL Col. Richard E. "Dick™ Cole (USAF Ret. ),
Doolittle’s copilot. Now 892 years of age, his recollections of the
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mission are as clear and crisp today as they were 66 years ago.
Lt. Col. Cole is completely devoid of ego or arrogance. He is
youthful and walks with a strong stride. His bearing is that of an
officer in the military. Patriotism and the love of his country are
still priorities with him. As he talks about the event that
changed WWII, and the part he played in it, he gets a faraway
look in his eve, as if he's living it all over again.

Cole grew up in Dayton, Ohio, the “Cradle of Aviation” and
the hometown of Orville and Wilbur Wright, inventors of the
first powered aircraft. As a young boy, Dick rode his bicyele to
the local airport, MeCook Field, to watch airplanes take off and
land. It was there his interest in airplanes began to grow.

After graduating at Steele High in Dayton, he completed
two years at Ohio University. Blue skies beckoned though, and
Dick entered civilian pilot training at Wittenburg College in
Springfield, Ohio. It was there he received his private pilot
license. He enlisted in the army in November 1940, He applied
for and was accepted into the U8,  (continued on e next page)
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Tribute to Vets continued from page 17 deck, shining in the bright sunlight."

The fleet got underway April 2, 18942, Two days later, when

Army Air Corps. After attending Parks Air College in East St. Louis,  the carrier was out of sight of land, the ship's captain made it

[IL, he moved on to advanced training at Randolph and Kelly official: *This foree is bound for Tokyo.” As the armada steamed
Fields in San Antonio, Tex. In July 1941, he received his 2nd across the Pacific Ocean headed to the Japanese coast it was
Lieutenant’s commission and was assigned to the 3th Bombard-  joined by two carrers, two cruisers, four destroyvers and a

ment Squadron, 17th Bombardment Group stationed at Pendleton,  tanker. Passing north of Hawaii, the task force joined with the
Ore., flying B-25s as copilot. He transferred to Columbia, 5.C., in carrier, USS Enterprise. All together, there were 16 ships in the

February 1942, and afterward was upgraded to captain. fleet, all under the command of Admiral William F. “Bull” Halsey.
Then the opportunity came along to volunteer for a hazardous Om April 3, Doolittde called all of his ainmen together and told

mission. He, along with 79 other aimmen evenmally became the them about the plan. As the task force steamed across the Pacific

famous “Tokyo Raiders.” They were pilots, copilots, navigators, he met with his “boys” every day. There were many sessions of

engineers and bombardiers/gunners. Disciplined, sharp and well-  strategic planning and briefing. Among activities that kept them

trained, they had readily responded to an
appeal for volunteers, not having a clue
about the nature of the mission, its danger
or the impact it would have on the war—
or for that matter, the rest of their lives.

Mot surprisingly, they were more than
mildly curious about the secrecy and mys-
tery surrounding the mission for which they
had volunteered. In due time, they learned
they were to become part of an incredibly
important assignment—a mission that
would change the direction of the war
Their orders were explicit: The airmen were
not to discuss the mission with anyone.

It was barely four months following
the most devastating surprise attack in
history against the 1.5.A, The deaths,
properiy loss and the embarrassment to
our country were still fresh in the minds
of all Americans, especially the military.
Morale was sagging in the United States,
and a military victory would bring a much-
needed boost to the spirits of all Americans.
Unguestionably, it was the most andacious
military mission anyone could imagine,

Cuartered at Eglin Field in Florida,
their training became intensive. Day after
day they practiced short-field takeoffs, In
time they learned how to wrench a heav-
ily loaded B-25 off the ranway in about
500 feet. Eventually, they were able to
take off in less than 500 feet with a 10-
knot head wind, with their bomber loaded
to 31,000 pounds, 2,000 pounds over its
normal gross weight.

Many changes were made to the air-
craft to reduce weight. They removed 230
pounds of radio equipment, useless for
their purposes since complete radio
silence was to be observed. Other modifi-
cations were made, such as replacing the
top-secret Norden bombsight with a sim-
ple, light-weight homemade bombsight
that cost about twenty cents, An extra
fuel tank was added in place of the lower
gun tuwrret. Finally the airplanes were
ordered to proceed to the West Coast, At
Alameda, California, on April 1, 1942, six-
teen B-25s were hoisted onto the deck of
the USS Hovnel. Cole recalls, “If there
were Japanese spies in the area that day,
they were either asleep or blind. There
they were: all those beautiful B-25s on
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Above: Capt. Marc A. Mitscher, skipper of the Homet, presents Lt. Col. Jimmy Doolittle, leader
of the Tokyo Rald with a medal once given to a U.S, Navy officer by Japan. The medal was
wired to a 500-pound bomb for return to Japan “with interest.” Below: Doolittle Tokyo Ralders,
Crew No. 1 (Plane #40-2344, target Tokyo): 34th Bombardment Squadron, Lt. Col. James H.

Deolittie, pilot; Lt. Richard E. Cole, copilot; Lt. Henry A. Potter, navigator; SSgt. Frod A.
Eraemer, bombardier; 55gt. Paul J. Leonard, flight engineer/gunner.
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