3...2...1...Roll ‘Em!

by, 'l ndmat at: I'm
a celebnty junkie! |
.11“1:}1 have been. So,

when | had the opportunity o
write this artscbe for the Sun Fays,
| grabbed it; | was 50 excled
nol just beganise | 'ma Fan of Judy
Weckerhy and kary Hester (| knew
|'d get o chonee to sit down and
mierview them ) bat |'d get o see
all that really neat technology -
cameras, lights mnd props. That's
the pant of show basiness | love:
all the stufl behind the scenes
Heaides nll thot, ['d get 10 watch
the cameraman film the shows
Mavhe the producer would say,
“Plasces evervone, Now « hghts, camem, action.” | Jove show bnz!

50 | packed up my nolepad, pen, and my tape reconder Away |
went, Kay, Judy, Jim Hester and | met for the mteriews, and there |
wis with those three celebs < but | soon leamed they 're just like | am
- Sum City readents, volunloening to broadeast mfarmation 1o residents
of Sun Cty:

In the beginning

In 2K, Sondra Carlion approac hed the Theatre Cirowp about form-
ing & production company to develop a TV show for Channel 79, the
local community nccess cable channel. (News and Views now functions
as part of the CA Commumnications Department, with Sondra as Editor. )
At the time, the broadeast conststed of stmple screens, music, trailers,
and nothing more, A survey of the residents imdicated they wanted con-
sxderably more than this, Judy Weckerly jumped ot the opportumaty, mnd
that"s the way the new fonmat for Channel 749 was bom. They found an
old camern somewhene, ditsted it ofl, and went 1o work. The Sun City
Singers wete schedulad 1o do a concent, so they were the first celebrities
whoappeanad on the program. In additson to that, Judy did a commereal
for the Village Store. She dormed a ng red hat and assumed o Hrtish
accent Thus, the first commercin] was broadeast from the new Channel
THerew. Hecause the broadenst was hive, when the comermman needed to
change the seens betwoen the Singers scgment and the commercial, he
s placad his hand over the lens,
fadad to black, and then removed
it 1o make the transiion (rom one
sene o another

Jusdy laughed about the early
dovs. Actually, going ‘live” was
part of the problem. 1t was dif-

Judy Weckerly

From its inception three
years ago, Judy, as Produc-
&7, has been instrumental in
shaping and developing the
look and feel of News and
Views.

Join us as we take a behind-the-scenes look at Sun City’s
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ficult ot best 1o pace the show and make the mterviews and the time
allotment come out nght. [t was just a matter of time before it was
determined that taping the show was a better option than gong live,
and would be eritical to the show’s scoess

Call in the reinforcements!

Soon, Judy callad Kay Hester. Kiv was a perfect choice o be the
co-producer. Kay's degree from UT was in pournalism; acting on camera
was also a dream and goal for Kay. She even appeared in one episode of
the TV show, Walker, Texas Ranger. So the “smell of the grease paini

Kay Hester

and the mar of the crowd™ was
an undenmble attrmetion for Kay
Besdes that, her hushand, Jm,
with a background n electrical
engincering, alse was micrestad m
becoming part of the team. They
recognrzed the value of the concepd of Channel 79 and its pessiblities
S0, 1t was a dream come true

Jim makes an enormous contributon to the overall production of te
show. He's always available and his vears spent m engineermg give him
the skills required (o fix almost anvthing that can break or (] durmg the
courrse of thar apmgs. Jim outlmed his vison for the fiture of Channel
79 in simple terms; ~We can always use new volunteers, those who wall
commut their talent and time 1o s project. (s a kot of fun and quite
rewarding, but, il 1 definitely o commitment of time. We need a film
editor, and we can alwirys use additional help m other arcas.”

it's all about teamwork

As the prodducer of the show, Judy 15 dediwated and hard-workmg
Her strength lics in the detail work the show demands; she devoles a
tremendous amount of time o thist, ™ The entire crew i dedicated 1o thas
work,” explaned Judy. *Their unwavenng commitment is undguestion-
able. They're here to work, we all live our lives around our shootng
schedule ™ On tapimg davs, they set up and plan ko shool two shows, one
night after the other Ihat way, they only have o pe every other week
But on taping davs, the entine crew, without exsepteon, 15 there. Kay sad,
“1t’s such o commitment. Lots of people say they™d ke to help, but it's
mnportant o pole that they have 1o be here on tapmg dav.”™

From Super 8 1o News and Views

Cameraman Don Snapp volunteered oo vears ago 1o help produce
“MNews and Views.” However, his otal expenence in filming was using o
“Super £ camera while his family was growmg up. Now, he'sa veleran
of the program. [n addstion to filming, be alss provides the ive food of
CA events to Channel 79 as well as makmg DVIDs for ploybacks

When asked where he would like to see Channel 79 tn the lture,
Don responided, “We hope Channel 79 wall be one of the largest eom-
miunicaton oolks to the resdents on cable. Also, we mighl converl
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Checking the
equipment.
Cameraman Don
Snapp and Produc-
tion Manager Jim
Hester do an equip-
ment check before
filming begins.

some of the shows over
i the miernet 0 use the
Web Portal 10 a greater
advantage m reaching
mofe resadents who rely
on the micmet. "

Dt also mdicatad he would like 1o see more volunteers step upand
tnke wome of the pressure off the few who do the work. He explamed
“The work 15 not that compheated | know there are residents whe are
expenienced or familiar with TV productions. We just need o appeal to
them. Another noad is a studio where we cam have different backgrounds
and setings for the show. We could do more with a two-camer setup,
which woull make our programs more professonal ©

What's a Key Grip, anyway?

Armee Skjelbostad pomed the troop about twio and a hall' years ago
Jim Hester asked hum 1o help him with “News and Views " As Amie
sand, “1U's et one of the many fun opportunitics that we have here
in Sum City. |"ve tned mamy different jobs m the erew, but I'm now a
stagehand. 11°s my job to sel up the sagns, Wbles, chars and hights. [Dur-
ing the topmg. | stand near the door 1o control taflic. | have 1o make
syre all cell phones are turmad off and evervone 1s quact. Then, afler the
taping, | put evervthing hack m place.”

Memaorable shows

Arme continued, " There have boen many memorable shows, bul the
H-year-old puano plaver, and the lady whi was one of the Radso City
Rocketies made the deepest impression on me. They both had so much
energy and they both live in Sun City.”

According to Judy, there have been mamy magnsficent shows through
the vears, but one stands out i her mind as that “extr special one.”

“It was on Memonal Dy, May 2004, she explaned “We had five
people on the show: The first gentleman was a retired military resident
whose father was in WW 1 as a bugler. He brought his Cather s bugle 1o
the show, The second person was my [ather, who is still living; he's 91
vears old. The next three people were retired malitary, oo gencrals and
onc heutenant colonel, Each had something histonc and mieresting 1o
discuss dunng that program. The tears flowed, not just from the audience,
burt from mee on the stage as well. They were such heart-warming stones
Becase my Dud was on this show, and because it was such a meanngful
one for Memonal Dav. il stands out as one of my favonies ™

Judy also observed, “There are many ressdents bere i Sun City wath
so much energy and such postive attiiudes. That™s my [ocus: 1o have
them on the show tor the benelit of the residents.”

Those screens and crawlers!

I vou look in the dictionany for the word “Volunteer,” Betty Hayne's
photo will not be there; however, the defimtron of the wond volunieer 1
there: “To offer or bestow voluntanby; withost solicitation or compul-
=on. To emter into or make an offer of one’s froe will.” Certamly, thal
defines the volunteer roles of the entire crew ol “News and Views ™ 11
also defines Betty Havne, ten-vear resadent of Sun City. Eight vears
ago, she offered 1o volumteer m the Commumications Offiee. she has
been busy ever since

Betty posts the rotating en-scroen mfommation on Channel 79

Helllloooooooo, Sun City!

That unmistakable voice and ef-
fervescent personality belong to Bev-
ery Emran, News & Views Announcer
and Producer’s Assistant.

Events, seminars, and any other pertinent
Sun City mlormation flash on the TV screen,
changing every 15- 20 seconds. A scroll line
across the botiom of the scroen 1s usad when
tumely mformation needs 1o be communicated to residents

In sddition to her Channel 759 “dutics,” Beity proofreads copy for
the Sun Rays, prepares the RSVP Sheet which 15 usad by ressdents w
purchase bekets, preparcs the tekets for events (with help from other
volunteers), and prepares Newcomer Packets for dismbution w new
residents by Neighborhood Reps andfor Block Captams

Her work with the CA oflice has become her most enjovable “hob-
" One of the benefits of working 3o closely with the communication
stafl 1s the pleasure of mocting many talented residents. She would like
1o soe more “programs” on Channel 79 so that all resdents of Sun City
could engov all the mteresting aspocts which have transpared in the lives
of our residents

Betty

Betty believes
strongly in volun-
teensm and recommemds it 1o evervone who s nod already participatmg
She and her hushand, Walter, engoy day trips arounsd Texas. Genealogy
has been o passion for both of them, resulting in many trips to archives,
libeanics, cemeterics, and family gatherings They have spent many
hours compiling the data and wiiting their stones

Channel 79's Fulure

As we came (0 a close in our iterview, Judy and Kay emphasized
the whole crew 15 8 team. Crew members are Jim Hester, Production
Manager and Video Editer, Don Snapp, Cameruman; Amae SkicThostad,
Key Grip; Thelma Marshall, CalendarEmml Coordimator, Beverly
Emrman, Announcer, Roln Emman, CameramanVideo Editor: Potbe
Fludd and Cherv] Wills, Produoer s Assastants

Commcidentally (or mavbe not), each member of the crew wants
the same outcome for the Tuture for Channel 79, They would hke to
see the programs ke on a more polished look, mayhe converted to
“streaming” on the web portal. This way, more than 90% of the resi-
dents could access this channel, as 1t 1s now, no more than about 3076
view 1t weekly.

As of September, they have done 175 shows and will be celebeat-
ing their 200th show in March 2008, As (o the future of Channel 79,
Judy smd. “We will continee to do our News and Views, and we wall
contimue Lo mierview extraordimary people who Iive ordmary lives
right next door tous.™

For, after all, that is the real show business. &
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