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Bl of the latest from Lucinda |
williars and more @ 3

| TFHRSTY?

Willle Nelson's mow venturs conjures orinking waber
0ut of thin air @ Tisseay in Life & Arts.

ECONOMY = CHILIHEEN OF THE DEPHESSION

Lorraine and Marvin Bruek, left. Brion and Phyllls Moses, center, and Hex Davenport, with wile
Yennne, &ne amang Sun City Texas resldents who reminisced recently about growing ug in the Great

Memories of a downturn

Charies Qpetvie kept these dodls that his mother,

at mbte from slockings far hor children. He
a&nid his rogher meoened (e Same ScyCie, repaint-
e by their father; each year for Christmas.

Sun City residents recall the
lessons life taught them - and
say subsequent generalions
haven't learned them

By Helen Anders

AR AN =W AT R AN TR

EQORGETOWN They are chil-

itren of the Great Dypressbon, They

romamber wonring fNoar decks to

sihool, sating & lot of beans snd

pustting thelr pennies into 8 bank
acoount, onky to see the banks Ml and thelr
Eavings vahsh

Mo in thedr Sm mmd Bie mnd ving a lifie they
characiertie as "comtlortable” at Sxi5 Oty Tex
as, they watch the U8, scanomy founder, and
thery woeTy.

Thoy fret for thaiasesves and thelr shrinking
et e, but they sgonkee much mare for their
ehibdras, prande®ildron amid (e rest of o8 whio
it B throtigh the Degrression. Thny've sem

s gpend more than we e, go indo debd asd
i mive efioGgh

They're not sure we can handls deprivation,
i it shonale corme to that

“We never bought anything we couldn't pey
fior,” amys Lorraine Rruck, 87, of horsedl nmil
ber husbearsd Marvin, 8. “That's the crux of all
thbe You'd think that our children would b
bearniad From us, aid they didn's ™

Grvwing up in & time when every ponmny had
0 ber piirvched tanght the Brocks” gensrution fo
B fruggnld

185w bot dilTerent o, " sis Rex Ditdefiport,
B0, “Peopie are used 10 a higher simndard of
lhving, so 1t's going to be harder for them B cut
back. | think it"s really gokng to her.”

Beans and spaghett

When thay talk about life during the Great
[ bepression, they smile. They talk about play-
ing with homemnade dolls or hitting a rock or
et o with m stici or broom handbe — thelr
virrsion of hakeball

Thi: Depression “just ke to 5o mach e
tiveness, " says Phyllis Mosss, §2. who grew up
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Dsbsarah Canson phebat e ok ol

Deprassion. Mary of their memories ane happy - homemade dolis, treats of pround beef patties
they grew info adults who wasted littie and avolded debt.

antl

in = tenant-ferming fansily in the R Grande
Villry s remenibers playing with paper dolls
In houses drawn i the dirt with s stick, Rur
nished with plctures of fornltare torn from
citlalngies

Even the memory of a dress made from &
floar sack is a fond one for Mose

=Snmp ol them hod pudfod sleeves. My mother
A really clever,” Wises sapys. " eory el fhat
we knew had clothing mude (rom Aoor scks
from the mill.”

“1 didn™t Jowow we wern podr,” savs hor s
band, Brian, &, who remombers his fombly
caksing thelr ovwn vegetables in Minnesoln smd
artering for other food. W didn e monsy,
bt wihen el did™

HEvET e Witk Poor a8 wi charsakly poor mow, ™
Bl Bolick. B4, says, His fathor wos n 56 Lotks
grocer; his family pever lecked food. Bud he
rumembers that his fxiher woakin't bay hima
spoaber becaus: he'd wonr out one shoe (ester
than the oiher sooting it along. Shoes wor
EXpITAIVE.

Seo DEPRESSION, E5



DEPRESSION: Period instilled frugality, work ethic

Continusd from E1

Marvin Hruck tmiks mbout
walking the dog with his fa-
ther In & park in the affluent
section of New York's Bronx
whare thary Hved.

“Ha saldid, “Son, ['ve lost guite
u ot of money inn plooe called
the stock markel. Things are
golng to have o change 5 lit-
e around here." And nothing
evor changed.” His Mitlér, &
manufncierir, kept the family
o, Whint brought the Depres-
sdoin home to fhe voung Brock
was losing 3125 in a savings
acoount adn tsank that put upa
sdgne “Thare ks m more money

B0 WY,

Thee Arucks and the oflwrs
irading stories in 8 mesting
room at Sun City Inst week
wers vory young diiring tha
Greal Depirossion, which bogan
with the stock market crash of
1188 @i was banisbed only af-
ter the LLS. envtered Warled War
11 in 1541 and manufacturing
arders soared, [T was thelr par-
enis, they all agres, who felt
the brunt of the Depression.
The chilidren toak it In stride
They thought that's just the
way life wna

“My mother would sit st the
kitchon table and toars wogild
rodl o her chwsdks and she'd
sy, “Wie domn't have anyihing to
mat," = Fhvllis Mosss aays

When a hurricane wiped
it the family"s crops ba 1R,
they moved to Fort Warth,
where Moeses remembers her
mother buying hamburper
et and dividing i1t for threo
moils: n mesat loaf, mesthalls
and “n apecinl treat” — brolled
patties sorved on homamnade
herwum

“We had a lot of spaghetil,”™
soys Brris Cobhamibos, B8, =nnad
beares ™ He remembers picking
wild berries amd watching his
FraedNeT R IO ER o [or &8 o
for n lot more spughetti

“Mom was & [rugal cook,
and we had well-balaneed
menks, bof she sed coonomi-
el manis,"” Dinvonport recalls
“Wao had songue and spinmch,
bruins and sges, heart mnd
diressing “

g’ knockies,” adds Lor-
rulns Bruck.

Almast all remember having
n family vegetobls garden amd
i mother wieo did 8 lot of can-
ning. plokling and churning,
o well as hand-washing and
brnavknig

“My brother was 1.2, and av-
ory day my ather woold give
him n rifle to take to schoal,
and whatevor he killed on the
winy home was the moatl we
tuigl for dinner,” says Charles
Dgilvie, 80, who remembers
a ot of extended family b
ing in his home from time o
time becruse they didn't have
onasugh money to live oo thekr
own. His mother made dolls

Desbserahy Camman plagban nraie o HTHTERA W
Charies Ogilvie, with wifip Chamel, recalls that when his brother was
12, *mwy father would give hirm arifle to take toschoal, and whatewer
Iee Killad on the way home was the meat we had for dinper.’

from stockings and toys from
paper lowels for the chiliren
1o play with

Troats wore stmple: o hunk
af ive from the Ite msn of &
plison of perny candy

Frr [wveasport, antimeal wis
m treat, ot jiest becaikse i was
caitrital, bl bocnese fhe box
aften incheded o promotional
prize. He proudly displays o
hiue glass cream plicher with
Shirley Tempie's fisce painted
an it “1still remember Mom
remeiiing iavbo the onts wrad pull
e It ol ha says

He sava lils mother sent
him o school asch duy with
a peanal butter and banana
sandwich, “and my teacher,
B, Dade, sasald sat laalf, [ was
ruther proud of thae"

=1 would*ve bitten her nrm
oll,” Phyllis Moses intorjects.

A shortage of chilillood food
in what has made her and so

Everyona
WS POOT A%
wir Classity
pOGr Now,”
recalls Bil
Balick, whia
alsn nates
that his
father was
a 5t. Louks
grocer and
his family
AEver lcksd
food, But
the habits
of ‘careful

many others her mge into food
remirrlirrs, Mioses smm. Her pumn-
try mnd freeger. amd thoss of
her friomids, are overflowing.

“We ovorbuy bocmuse we
worry mboiil cunfAlEag ome.™
she =i,

Alpyost all remembser shar-
ing thelr Spartan meals with
sirangers who cama to the
[l A

“There were, constantly.
s wha would comae (o the
door and want & pilece of
bread,” Lormmine Brack asym
“You Juet eouldn’t tom any
sy ey, ™

Pallks Bosis ssnrs Bod math-
e, i, fied apyone wiha come o
e ebosr, “mryd 1 fissi] ehunt dmiighve

e peneroakty.”

Waste not, want nol
Christmas epitomizes whst
thess Sun City people see ks

The Great Depression

Started: 1579

Ended: fecovery
armpund 1934, but

Juba lost: About 13 mil-
llan jobless in 1933,

= 4

A T PR

AL th hedght of the Depressian, un-
employment hit nearly 25 percent,
and workers Louglit fres moals

about a fourth of the matkonal workforce
Sournes Britannicn, Encartn. Mations! Archives

the underlying problim with
the ULS. coonommy. On TV, we
s mlll Ul bovvely thikmgs we caxn
iy with credit curds. We fill
ol Rokises.

Cgllvie remembars what
Christrmns wias ke during the
Great Depression.

"My oldest brother got &
vory, very second-hand bi-
cycle Jur Christnms,™ he asys
“The mext year, he got 11 again
The next yoor, he got it again
Then the necct brother got it for
three years. Then 1 got it for
throe yonrs. That was our maln
Christmad, that bleyels. Dad
woitld repaint it and pot new
grip= on the handlebars.™

He says this fondly. Thase
peopks arvn't bitter. “They know
thelr versions of the Depres.
slom weren't the worst. They
ware fed. They had n home.

didn’t

And thess poople™s s have
nll furned oat well. They own
thelr houses, froe and clear,
In Bun Clty. a community of
et 6,000 homes where the
mvermge age is 85 Sun City has
o Eoll cogirses snel m third on
the way, along with o social
oeniter, poals, tennls couris, s
computer b and more. A fow
of thelr neighbors, they say,
have had to move ecaisse of
the dowmniurn in the sconomy.
Bt onky @ fow.

“Financially, we're as waell
ol T s v " e B, ™ Okglhlvie
anys. Hennd the others in this
room say they feel forfufiite,
but they worked to get where
they are.

The Depression, they sy,
launched thelr work ethic
Thy took o jobs as children
to help the family. Ernde Co-
lumbuas had & paper route
nml =odd Cloverdale salve. Hill
Holick sodd magnrines. Frian
Momes raised a pig that his
Marmily sold for $20,

Whoen ballouts wre men-
tHoned, these pesple reme
ber & partial solution to the
Great Deopression in the form
of work programs of the mid-
o0 such ms the Works Progress
Administration and Chvilian
Conservation Corps. Colitm-
T wirked gix months for the
OCC, anrning §1 o day,

These folks don™t know
what to make of the banks
nnd Wil Street ballowt, biit
thoy say they're angry when
thary Josrn sbeocd Bruge
pakd to managers of rescied
companies

They also worry about the
future of federal progrums
into which they ve put their

hard-garmid money over the
years: Social Securlty and
Modicare

=Wa'd nll b doad i it weren't
for Madicare,” sayve Lorraing
Bruck. Her husband baclks
heer up with a kst of the wesk's
Billa: 3,200 far 8 hoariag sid
el B2 00 for dental work

Fodeéral programs elp, bat
thess peaple all say it's the
wiy they*ve Lived thelr Lvis
thai has fortified their house
holil econormies, They v smvd
ey o mvoided dobd

“It's careful Hving.” Ballck
says. “When you leave the
s, Yol turn the Hght ou”
And, he srys, nothing goes
to waste, Leftovers are used
in othor dishes rather than
thrown mway, “1 remember my
mther srying A willful waste
in o wonfi] want.” "

“RAire s, Wit ot wani
mt," = Phyllls Moses adds

The stock market's Call. of
course, |s wreaking havoe on
muny st oy, Dnwngort has
seon hils investment portfolls
sink firomm 500,00 fo TR0k
in recent months, althotgh he
mlso has retiremedt Rocoinis
In church bonds that have
romningd stemdy. As hesid of
aSun Chty knvestmeni aducs
tion club, Devenport has seen
worTy of U feces af Glbisra

“They are concerned, anrl
they arv growing more eon
cerned,” he says, “Whon you
wit o il savings evaporte
before your very eyes and you
dhomi't se prices come down ..
you wonder what on Earth is
going on in our country. Aod
I'11 eel] o mrsother thing. Yo
fie] hislpless. “That's o terribls
oL, ™

Srill, Duwvenport thinks he
and hibs wife will be OK

“We pay onar croedit carrds off
avery month, and our o s
pabd for, Our car is pald for,™
e mayn

“We leserned 18 Froan our par
ante.” snys his wile. Yvonne
*To my knowledge, mv follis
it e miry debis, We grow
oy thst way, We just thought
if you want something, you
v For ie. We dosi't balisve
in debi, That's not troe of our
children and grandchildren
Bkt T us, b i dbod is ot
an option.”

“That's Use roasdan Wwa o sur
viving today,” Lorraims Brock
says “We've lived very com
fortably, We never deprived
purselves. We were fust care-
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