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| Buz Landry stands next to his plane out at the Georgetown Airport, where he practically grew up. Buz has written a history book on the facility, History of the
" Georgetown Municipal Airport. - !

They call him Mr. Georgetown
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By PHYLLIS MOSES

an you remember what
. you were doing when vou
Landry can.
On November 9, 1945, an
[-lh-pbzumaren!iwmoulcfm&l
| and made a forced landing at High-
way 183, near Hwy. 138, just west of
Florence, Texas. Buz's Dad, Neal
| Landry, was coniracted to haul it
| o the Georgetown Afrport. In lieu
of payment, Bill Shipp, operator of
the airport, offered to give every-
| one in the family a plane ride on
| November 11, the date of the grand
opening of the airport.

That became a life-altering ex-
perience for Buz, From that first
fight, the root of an unshakeable
| idea was embedded in that young
| man's mind He knew, without
| guestion, that some day he would
become a pilot.

Howard, “Buz,” Landry was
.'ham in his grandparent’s home
| ten miles west of Georgetown on
ﬂaaﬂanﬂahrtei!twermlw? He
|hﬂagmamhudhmd,grmrjngup
in a small town; his life was filled
L with adventures and fun. How-
{ ever, he knew from his earliest
| recollections that he wanted to fly
| airplanes.
| Itallstarted with that first plane
| ride. In 1951, Bill Shipp hired him
25 a hangar boy He paid Buz fifty
‘cents an hour and gave him thirty
'mhmmofﬂylnatjmeam“reeh.
Aﬂerlhatda};ﬂwmwasnumrn
| ing back; his future was set.
| Bugz soloed on his 16th birthday
| The following day, he received his
IIul!l'i'we:l"s:lilenlall:i.sns.l.

As his Knowledge base and
skill progressed, he received his
private pilot license at seventeen

and his commercial license at
{ ninateen years of age whilestill in
{high school. He recalls, “My fine
laid the financial ground-
work for me so [ could get started
In aviation as a career”
Buz had many mentors dur
|ing his flight training and credits
all as having an influential
part in his life. They were W H.
“Bill” Shipp, Jim Sybert, Herman
{Feind, A. O. Williams, Billy Hofl-
| man, Fritz Miller and Flovd Jones
(af Jones Auto Supply
| While a senior in high school,
| Buz used two wrecked Luscombes
{0 ereate his first airplane, a Lus-

r_ were eight vears old? Buz

'paint, he went to the Jones Auto
| Supply to gather up the materials
Inww!ﬂnmd He stacked them

an the counter, but when he

Courtesy of Buzz Landry

Buz Landry in 1952. Buzz received his private pilot license at 17 and his com-

mercial license at 19.

Buz stands next to a plague that was recently installed at Georgetown
Municipal Airport at a surprise ceremaony held in his honor.

to pay it. Then the realization hit
him: he didn't have that much
MONey.

As he began to put some of the
items back on the shelf, Mr: Jones
walked up behind him and said,
“Buz, you nesd a charge account
here at the store. If vou'll promise
me you will pay your bill by the
tenth of every month, [ will open
a charge account for you" The
agreement was quickly made. Buz
made sure the bill was always paid
when it was due. The generous
support by Mr. Jones was another
important contribution to the on-
going of Buz's aviation future,

In 1956, Buz graduated from
Georgetown High Schoal, and al-

most immediately applied to join
various branches of the military
However, the fact that he had two
fingers missing on his left hand
prevented him from being accept-
ed.

The Georgetown Airport was
a magical place for a young pilot
starting out on his search for a ca-
reer in aviation. He loved the time
he spent at the airport, just hang-
ing around the pilots, the planes,
and doing odd jobs to help him pay
for his hours in the air

In 1957, Buz went to Houston
to apply for a pilot position with
Trans-Texas Airlines, a small
Texas-hased carrier However, his
application was rejected becanse
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he was only 19 at the time. He was
advized by the personnel dirvee-
tor to come back when he was 21
veass of age.

* ‘When he became 21, Buz be-
gantnapplymmalmamrajn
lines. but the pilot market was
flooded with returning military
pilots from Korea. These military-
trained pilots were more accept-
able because of their intense and
thorough pilot training. He knew
he must wait for the pilot market
to change.

|

Meanwhile, Buz learned that
out on the West Texas plains, ag-
riculture was a vital industry An
&d by destructive insects.

Crop dusting from the air has
been around since the early 20s,

to the fuselage of a JN-6H (Jenny)
onto a field being destroyed by
insects. Thus a new and practical
use for the airplane was born.

When Buz learned of the need
for crop duster pilots out in Pecos
he was interested, Hesaw thisasa
way of building up his flving time
while being paid well for his work
Consequently, he went to work for
the Western Flying Service, flying
J3 Piper Cubs as well as Super
Cub Dusters and Sprayers. These
micdified Cubs (with more power
ful engines) could carry from 650
to 1,000 pounds of payloads. v

Piloting skills for this type of flye
ing were passed along in
sessions, usually from the
pilots to the new guys. They
taught how to fly low, their
touching the crops, Crop
occasionally clipped  standp!
fence posts, and too often pulled
up without seeing electric or tele
phone wires in their path. These
unseen hazgards oflen meant serk
ous injury to the pilot. N 5
tusmrﬂremorlxhn*mteform
work was concerning.

Buz jokingly says his mmhei
was responsible for his “ag™ fl
ing. When going to the airport
fly as a boy, she always told ha
not to fly too high.

The danger i
Buz says he learned more
life, people and about flying
crop dusting than he did from any
other source. He well remembers
roaring fast and low across a field;
mere inches above the ground.
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After a few years of this heart-
stopping, nervejangling kind of
flying, Buz accepted a safer job:
flying corporate airplanes. His
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